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Onceupon atime
there was a young boy who
thought it might be niceto
hike twenty milesin one
day. Helooked forward to
the trip for months. He ob-
viously couldn’t wait to

hike this hike.

He had an ulterior
motive though; the hiking
merit badge. He had to hike
five, ten-mil e hikes, and one
twenty-mile hikein order to
receive this much respeced
badge.

With the other re-
quirements complete, it
soon became the day of the
epic walk; the hike of all
hikes. The boy got to the
trail head with open eyes and
an egger heat. Hefelt like
he' d forgotten to dosome-
thing the night before, in

preparation.

As everyone was friends and seang the sights parking lot, he dedded it
realy, the hike started, and of the forest surrounding was agoodideato ched his
our boy was enjoying the him. Hefelt gred. fed. He had trouble getting
first few miles. He spent As his party was his shoes off, on acount of
the time talking to his rollinginto the Mt. Tam (Continued on page 2)
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I remember my first Scout trip  off, | noticed the older scouts themselves while | consoled
better than any one I've ever start to go out in front. Awe- myself by realizing | wasin
been on. | had just joined struck by the way that Mor- 2" place(of course this
Scouting and | was © excited  gan, Pat and Cameron hiked so  whale hike was just one big
to go to Point Reyes. Likeany fast, | struggled to keep up, but  race. | thought about how
other 11-yea-old, my 40- my legswouldnt go asfastas  codl it would be showing up
pound pack was full of every- | wanted them to and soon | at lunch, me alittl e kid,
thing! didn't need. Asweset  wastired. | let them distance (Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

the sudden pain in his heels.
Heredized hisfault in for-
getting to chedk hisboasto
seeif they ill fit. He
thought they felt alittl e tight
at the trailhead but paid no
attention to them. Now he
had to facefifteen miles of
agony or stop after five
more. He got up and
walked on after contemplat-
ing the future bli sters.

At theten mile
mark, it felt goodto sit
down and ed lunch; he had
ramen in his water bottle.
When it was time, he got up
and walked on, despite his
fed. There wasno turning
bad at this point; the point
of no return you could say.
The next ten miles were
beautiful, but exhausting.
Before long, he could see
the Golden Gate Bridge. He

“Hehadto go on.Inthe end, e made
it backto the ars, bu at the priceof his

fed.”

got to Marin Vista Point,
but in much pain. Hewas
offered aride acoss but it
would damage his honor by
not completing the hike;
even though he had finished
twenty miles. His determi-
nation to get acosshelped
him in the difficult moment
of wind and tourism. He
had to go on. Inthe end, he
made it badk to the cas, but
at the priceof hisfed.
There ae two mor-
asto this gory: be pre-
pared and no matter what,

keep going.

Wednesday night medtings are always full of activities.

Scout Law
A Scout is:

Trustworthy
Loya
Helpful
Friendly
Courteous
Kind
Obedient
Cheeaful
Thrifty
Brave
Clean
Reverent

Day-hiking over Mt. Tamalpais.

“Be Prepared”

“A Scout is never
taken by surprise; he
knows exadly what
to dowhen anything
unexpeded happens.”

Robert Baden-Powell
(founder of Scouting)
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right behind the big kids.
When | finally got to Arch
Rock, | missed the turn and
hiked for another mile. By the
time | had redized my mis-
take and retraced my steps, |
wasthe last to arrive. Disap-
pointed, | ate my lunch which
was entirely too big and had
to pack the rest out for an-
other five miles. | was o tired
that | could not ke up the
pacethat | had in the morning
and | slowed down to hang
out with my friend, Austin.
We omplained, whined and
dreamed df flying chairs that
would take usinto camp in
comfort. However, | counted
myself lucky as | saw Jake
develop a huge blister. But
when CJ started to cary his
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padk for him, | wished for ablis-

ter myself.

When we finally got to
camp, we played foatball on the
bead, ate dinner and everyone
went to bed; everyone, that is,

except Austin and me. Together,
we went around the campsite and

ended up taking down Jake and
Gus'stent. Then, tired from my

long day, | fell asegp. However,

I woke up in the middle of the
night to the sounds of gnawing
asracaoonstore gart Max Riz-
zoli's badkpack trying to get at
all the food he had left in there.
Since he was my tent partner, |
woke him up, but he seemed

dazed and confused and fell badk
aslegp. Well, | thought to myself,

if he doesn't care, neither do|.
But the next day, he caed very
much when he had to carry his

pad in his hands over Mournt
Whittenburg. Jake and Gus
were puzzled by the fact that
their tent was in shambles,
but believed me when | told
them that racaons had taken
it down.

We dl struggled up
Mount Whittenburg, and then
hiked down the other side.
When we readed the ca, |
was surprised by the fact that
Jake was already there. With
his huge bli ster, he had hiked
just over amile dong the
bead to get badk to the cas
whil e we struggled arduously
with the daunting climb. |
was too weay to be indignant
at that injustice. Exhausted, |
dropped into the ca and fell
aseq in an instant.

“1 wokeupin the
middle of the night
to the sounds of
gnawing”

Scout Oath

On my honor | will do my best
To domy duty to God and my country
and to oley the Scout Law;
To help ather people & all times;
To kegp myself physicdly strong,
mentally awake, and morally straight.

Backpacking trip to Alamere Falls near Pt. Reyes Seashore.
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Apr 17 Sat  [Webeos Invitational — Tamarancho (2 days)
Apr20  [Tue  [District roundsble — MB counselor oriertation
ADr 25 Sun  |Patrol Leaders' Courtil/ HAT meeting
May 1 [Sat  |Camporee—(2 dy9
May 5 [Wed |Uniforminspection/ parent meeting
May13 [Thu |Comnittee meding
May16 [Sun |Day hike —12 miles, Redwoodto TildenRP
May18 [Tue |District leader oundtable
May22 [Sat  [T88 HAT gear review
May22 [Sat  |District Dinne
May23 [Sun |Patrol Leaders’ Courcil / HAT meding
May26 [Wed [TroopCourt of Honar
May29 [Sat  |Hag Planting Day at thePresidio d SF
May31 [Mon |Pancake Bredkfast Fundaiser
Jun 2 \Wed [Troopmeeting— Summer canmp & trip danning
Jun 3 Thu  |Comnittee meding
Jun 5 Sat  [Marin Courcil FishingDerby
Jun 5 Sat  [Bkpking Trip —30mile OhloneWilderness (2 das
Junl3  |Sun  [Brownsea—Camp Tamararcho (7 dg/9
Junl5 [Tue [District leade oundtable
Jun20  |Sun  [Eagle Camp—Los Mochos (6 das)
Jun26  [Sat  [Backpackingtrip (7 day9)
Jul 8 Thu  |Comnittee meding
Jul 18 Sun  [Summer Camp — Marin Sierra (7 days)
Jul 20 [Tue [District leade roundtable
Jul 28 \Wed  |Merit Bache Meeting
[Aug 4 |[Wed [Merit Badge Meeting
IAug 5 [Thu [Comnittee meding
[Aug I [Wed [Merit Badge Meeting
IAug 8 |Sun  |White Stag— Camp Mensinger (/days)
lAug17 [Tue [District leade Roundake
[Aug18 |[Wed [Merit Badye Meeting
[Aug25 [Wed  [Merit Badge Meeting
Aug29  |Sun  |Patrol Leaders’ Courril
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Meeting most Wednesday
eveanings At 7:30 pm at

Themisson d
the Boy Scouts
of Americaisto
prepare yourg
people to make
ethical and
moral choices
ove their life-
times by instil |-
ingin themthe
values of the
Scout Oath and

Law.

What It Coststo Run a Scout Troop

Income and Outgo
For the yaar 2003

Income

Donation

Dues

Fundraising
Garage Sde
Wredhs

I nterest

Miscdlaneous

Recycling

T-shirt Sales

Outgo

Books, Badges, Pins

Camp Fees, Supplies

Fundraising Costs
Garage Sde
Wreéhs

Miscel aneous

Redhartering

Training

Troop Supplies

$100.00
2,671.45
1,101.15
3,860.00
77.53
10.00
149.09
50.00
8,019.22
$1,085.23
1,050.07
200.78
2,244,00
46.17
821.00
355.00
283.42
6,085.67

We anticipate several expenses as we oitfit the troop for spring
camp trips and the summer program of the 50 Mil e Hike and Troop

camp for one week at Marin Sierra.

Prepared by Elizabeth Boil eau, Troop Treasurer

The purpose of the
Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, incorporated on
February 8, 191Q
andchartered by
Congessin 1916,is
to provide an educa-
tiond program for
boys andyourg
adutsto buld char-
acter, to train in the
resporsibiliti es of
participating citi zen-
ship, andto devedop
persond fitness
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Venture Crew 88 started off
the yea by getting a bank
acount. According to crew
treasurer C.J. Vedch they
dedded to upgradeto a
bank acount because,
"before we had the money
in a peanut butter jar" C. J.
said that he likes the con-
venience of the bank ac-
court adding, "now | can
write cheds."

The Venture aew held elec-
tions at the beginning of the
yea. Pat Boileau was
eleded President by a
unanimous vote. C. J. Ve-
atch was eleded treasurer
and Patrick Weaver was re-
ceded seaetary.

The aew also dedded that
their first outing of the year
would be arafting trip on
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Father's Day weekend in
Jure. They will be rafting at
Cadhe Canyon, where they
went on atrip last yea. The
venture aew isalso trying
to plan other tripsincluding
arock climbing trip and a
trip to the Grand Canyon.
Venture aew president Pat
Boil eau said that the yea so
far has gone reasonably well
but he would like to be go-
ingon moretrips.

A planed ski trip had to be
abandoned ealier in the
yea becaise not enough
people were @le to commit
to being able to go. Presi-
dent Pat Boileau said that he
would like people to know
when they were avail able
next time so that it would
make it easier to plan trips.

Venturingis for young
men andyoung women
ages 14to 20. It includes
challenging high-
adventure activities,
sports, and robbies for
teenagers that teach
them leadership skill s,
provide opportunities to
teach athers, and gve
them an oppartunity to
learn andgrow in a sup-
porting, caring, and fun
environment.



