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The 70 miler was 
hard, but I made it with only 
pain in my body. I was 12 
when I finished this long 
hike.  

My brother and my 
dad and I started later than 
the others to hike so we 
were maybe 5 hours behind. 
After hiking about 10 miles 
we caught up to the others 

at our campsite.  
Along the way we 

met an awesome guy named 
Jorge.  Jorge was hiking 
alone and decided to join us. 
Long parts of the hike were 
infested with mosquitoes, 
and that gets so annoying, 
and painful.  

On the way we saw 
Devil’s Post Pile. It’s a 

bunch of rocks formed in 
straight lines and look like 
hexagons on the top.  

On Tuesday we 
stopped at Reds Meadows and 
had delicious hamburgers. I 
almost wanted to drop out be-
cause I was tired and home 
sick, but the others convinced 
me to stay on the trail.  

On our second to last 
day we had to stop early be-
cause my brother got sick. On 
the last day of hiking we hiked 
a flat 10 miles and had a long 
lunch, only 5 more miles left. 
It seemed like the longest 5 
miles in my life.  

At the top of that last 
hill it started to rain, which 
made it very miserable. We 
finally got there and out of the 
rain. We got to a restaurant 
and had some burgers. We got 
a tent cabin and slept till 
morning. In the morning we 
had the greatest breakfast ever. 
The pancakes were stacked, 
the food was fattening and a 
lot of it was free. That’s what 
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              This summer was the 
first time I had been to Boy 
Scout summer camp.  Al-
though I was excited, I was 
also a little nervous.  I knew 
there would be lots of activi-
ties, but I wasn’ t exactly sure 
what to expect. 
              On the way there my 
nerves were getting the best 

of me and I began thinking of 
the worst possible things that 
could happen.  But all that dis-
appeared when we arrived at 
Marin Sierra.  It was so beauti-
ful, I thought I had died and 
gone to heaven.   
              Another great thing 
about our arrival was the first 
activity…the swim test.  It was 

a nice way to relax, cool off, 
and put the long car trip be-
hind us. 
              Another activity 
that I thought was pretty 
cool was the polar bear 
swim.  Mr. Dotson, Mr. 
Davidovich, my dad and I 
decided to get up at six a.m. 
and take the plunge.  The 

(Continued on page 3) 

T88 HAT Team (High Adventure Team) along the John Muir Trail 



(Continued from page 1) 
you get for being a Boy 
Scout I guess.  

Then we left 
for home on a small 
bus. We got to the cars 
and departed with 
Jorge. When we got 
home by car the time it 
took to get there in to-
tal was 7 hours. But it 
was 7 days I won’ t for-
get. 
 
By Ian H. 

Venturing is for young men and young women 
ages 14 to 20. It includes challenging high-
adventure activities, sports, and hobbies for 
teenagers that teach them leadership skills, 
provide opportunities to teach others, and give 
them an opportunity to learn and grow in a 
supporting, caring, and fun environment. 
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“ The pancakes 
were stacked, 
the food was 
fattening and a 
lot of it was 
free..”  
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               A big Thank You is 
in order for the Crew Advisors who were key in facilitating the 
founding of Crew 88 two years ago and its smooth running 
since.   Thank you also to Capt. Paul Chignell for offering the 
Ingleside Station for our use, and to everyone who has helped 
us out these past few years. 
              Finally I urge members of Troop 88 to consider joining 
us in Crew 88.  It’s a blast!    
                                                                       By Patrick B. 

              Venture Crew 88’s pro-
gram didn’ t end last June like 
some crews do.  The crew went 
white water rafting on Cache 
Creek during Father’s Day 
Weekend.  The water was great; 
everyone enjoyed the exciting 
and the calm parts of the river.  
Then at the end of the summer 
there was ice skating at a rink in 
Redwood City.    
              Now, new co-
Presidents Bonnie Weaver and 
Rebecca Heller have been 
elected, and they have a great 
year planned for the crew.  
              There is a backpacking 
trip to Point Reyes planned for 
November, and the crew is plan-
ning to go ice skating again in 
the immediate future.  Later in 
the year we have the Crew 88 
ski trip being planned, and we’re 
looking at another rafting trip 
some time in the spring.     Crew 
88 has a new meeting space: the 
Ingleside Police Station Com-
munity Room. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
water was a lot warmer than I expected it to be at that time of 
the day.  Once in the lake we swam to Mercury, then to 
Pluto, and back home.  Although it was fun I decided not to 
try it again, because we had to get up far too early! 
               As the week progressed I developed my hand, or 
should I say my aim, at skeet shooting.  I loved it from the 
first moment I picked up the gun.  
It only seemed to take me about a 
day to get comfortable with it and 
I found that I had a knack for 
handling a gun.  I enjoyed shoot-
ing so much that I decided to 
continue on and earn the merit 
badge for shotgun shooting and 
rifle shooting.   
               At the ending campfire 
our troop put on a great skit.  It 
was a faux morning assembly and 
we made fun of all the troops and counselors.  It was great 
fun!  Everyone laughed and had fun.  I think we may have 
had the funniest skit at camp. 
               The morning we left I was anxious to get home, but 
I was also a little sad to say good-bye.  I had a great time at 
camp and I can’ t wait for next summer to roll around! 
 

By Eli G. 

  
 “ It was so 
beautiful, I 

thought I had               
           died and 

gone to 
heaven.”  
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Are you prepared? 

 
To hike with mangled, blistered feet 

To make instant, freeze-dried goo that tastes like DEET 
 

To sleep with sticky skin and sour socks 
And to wake up with greasy hair people mock 

 
To enjoy the splendor of the outdoors 

To put up with clouds of mosquitoes galore 
 

To polar bear in water freezing 
And from the ice cold shock to be left wheezing 

 
To down a greasy cup of swill 
And if upon your lap it spills 

 
To dispose of the putrid slime 

Otherwise the bears will in no time 
 

To take only memories and leave only footprints 
 And to capture those Kodak moments 

 
To grumble, to complain, to murmur, to groan  

And to remember you’re on your own 
 

To prove to yourself and only you 
That you can soar for the top 

 
Even if you have but half a shoe 

Nothing can make you stop 
 

(Yes) 
 

So pack your gear, and take care 
To count every calorie, gram, and pair of clean underwear 
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Kyle, Brian W, Ian, and Brian F. working on 
Environmental Science Merit Badge 

By David P. 

One week in the same spot, and it’s starting 
to fell pretty luxurious. 
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A Scout is Fr iendly                Probably all of 
you know some guy who is grouchy all the time. 
His neighbors try to be nice to him, but he just 
won©t be friendly. Maybe he©ll build a great wall 
around his house to keep people away. 
               Let me tell you about another kind of 
neighbor I heard about. There was no wall around 
his property, and somebody noticed that a strip of 
grass between his yard and his neighbor©s yard was 
unusually green. How come? He was asked.  
               "Oh," he laughed," my neighbor and I are 
so afraid we©ll cheat each other that we always wa-
ter and fertilize the grass across the line on the 
other fellows side. That strip of grass down the 
property line gets twice as much water and fertil-
izer as the rest of our yards." Instead of a fence to 
keep each other away, that man and his neighbor 
had a vivid green reminder that they were friends.  
               The point of this story is that if you want 
to have friends, you can©t 
build walls between your-
selves and other people. 
Instead, cultivate that space 
between you by being as 
fair to the other guy as 
you©d like him to be to you. 
A Scout is friendly, and the 
way to have friends - and 
keep them - is to be 
friendly yourself.  

CJ and Patrick graduated from T88 in a “ double-
Eagle”  ceremony  in June.  We wish them much 
success in college life. 

A winter Sunday and Troop 88 is hiking. 
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