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Every hikel go on
with the Boy Scouts, | always
manage to get my shoes fill ed
with water and my socks
drenched. | guess after two
and a half yeas of taking
hikes, | just got used to having
very damp socks. However,
on arecent 12-mile hike from
Golden Gate Park to Bakers
Bead and badk, my socks
weren't al that wet.

| enjoyed the scenery
of the hike but managed to
focus my attention on the un-
usua crispnessof every step |
took, while weaing my dry,
not-damp-yet socks. It felt as
if | could acdually fed my
pinky toe rub against my ring
toeif | moved them to-
gether. It was ensational,
mainly because | had never
felt like this on a hike be-
fore. Instead of havinga
usua floating fedingin my
shoe, it felt asif | could
squish right along the trail ,
being able to fed the sole of
the shoe.

Besides my unex-
peded joyfulnessof dry
fed, which made the hike

so much better, | couldn’t be-
lieve how much beauty was
hidden, behind some tall euca-
lyptustrees, right herein San
Francisco (not to mention that
SF. isarealy the most beauti-
ful city in the world). We were
treaed to a variety of plants
and animals that were of na-
turethat | dor't seetoo dten.

It felt asif |
could actualy

fed my pinky
toerub aganst

my ring toe.

Michael M.
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While hiking
(squishing) through the homes
by Bakers Bead, some of the
boys, including me, couldn’t
help but noticing how niceall of
the houses were. We got to enjoy
architedure of all different back-
grounds, like Japanese, Victo-
rian, and even Mexican Adohe
houses.

| thought that this hike
was definitely one of the best. |
had a new experience with na-
ture, | got exercise, | got to see
beautiful homes, and best of all,
my socks were pradicdly dry
the entiretime. | couldn't ask for
anything more, right?

Wrong. When we dl
got bac from the hike, there

was a huge picnic. The food
included burgers, hotdogs,
cake, cookies, fruit salad, and
so much more. It was a feast
worthy for aking. It tasted
especialy satisfying, mainly
because we had just come
bad from a twelve-mil e hike,
and most of us hadn't eaen
since bre&fast. | hopeit was-
n't luck on that hike, becaise |
can only wish that my luck
hasn’t run out.

Backpacking at Pt. Reyes.

10 mile day hikeat Annandel SP on awintry day.
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Troop 88 went to Camp-o-reeon
April 9 & 10, with 5 or 6 ather troops from
San Francisco. After chedk-in at Pionee
campsite, we took classes for rope/knots
tying, first aid, fire building (without the
fire) and ceremony flag cdl and communi-
cdion.

Lunch was foll owed by the com-
petitions. First, there was fire buil ding
with tinder, kindling and logsto build three
types: Tepee Log Cabin and Lean To — but
we weren't allowd to adually light them
onfire... what's up with that? Anyway,
we went to First Aid where we had to an-
swer questions. With each corred answer
we got apole, apoleor ablanket. Then
with al of them, we had to make a
stretcher and carry a person acrossthe
field, and put it down easily. The next
event was when we did ropes and knots.
Tying knots are till a challenge ... but we
tried. The last one wasa communications
team event where we had to go oser a
ropes obstade murse.

Badk at Pionee we moked dinner
and played a couple games of Troop 88's
favorite — Capture the Flag! After dinner
David worked out a song-skit for the
campfire.

Campfirewas at 7:00. All troops
did skits—some did several. They were dl
funry. At campfire they gave out awards
... we only won the participation award,
thougdh | think we had the best song with
David leading a dhorusin Que Sera, Sera.

The canpfire ended with the Or-
der of the Arrow cdl-out. | dresed up asa
ceremonia OA chief to cdl out the 20 o
so scouts and scouters to follow me up the
hill to thering of fire. Eli, Kyle aad my
dad were cdled-out there. Of course, |
cannot tell you anything more ...it wasa
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saaed time. Everyone dse went bad to their
campsites.

Onethingl can tell you isthat
after the andidates were told about the OA, | came
out with two buckets of ice aeam and roct bee to
welcome them. After we de and drankit al, we
went badk to our campsites, in silenceto deep.

In the morning, we moked bresfast and
started packing up. After the flag ceremony, we
headed bad to the dty.

A grea time was had by all!

| came out with two

buckds of ice aeam
androot bee to
welcome them.

"The most worth-while thingis
to try to pu happnessinto the

lives of others."
-Lord Baden Powell

New Arrowmen emerge from the Ordeal.
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The Awesome Crew 88 (AV C 88) entered a new
stage inits history: competition. This February, the
presidents of AV C 88, Bonnie and Rebekkah, along with

seaetary Craig, participated in the Klondike Derby.
“Let the games begin” said Rebekkah at the be-
ginning of the weekend.

Craig added, “With
two girls and a pink ded, how could we lose?’

Sure enough, the gpropriately named Wth two
Awesome Crew 88 camein 3 placeoverall in the gl rls and a
winter adivities, mostly due to their team spirit, .
which usually ended in an echoing seal-like sound- plnk SIEd’
ingcdl of “AVC EIGHT EIGHT", singingand on how could
occasion, dancing. ”

Asfor the ded race Rebekkah noted that we lose?
“We probably won for style, beauty, and grace but
they forgot to add that into our score.” Overall, the
weekend was fun, a bit cold and a new frontier for the A-Crew.

This ring the Crew has enjoyed many fun medings and a golf
trip. We hope to go kayaking at the end of May, sky-diving in ealy June,
and camping in mid Jure.

Eledions are aming up soon and Bonnie and Rebekkah hope to
passthe legacy of awesomenesson to the next president(s).

Also, AV C 88 continues to welcome new members. Plesse mntad
the beautiful and lovely presidents at awesomeaew88@yahoo.com for more
awesome info on how to join the Awesome Venture Crew 88.

Craig, Bonnie, and Rebeklah onice

Venturingis for young men and young women
ages 14to 20. It includes challenging high-
adventure activities, sports, and robbies for teen-
agers that teach them leadership skill s, provide
oppatunitiesto teach others, and gvetheman
oppatunity to learn and grow in asupporting,
caring, and fun environment.

TheBridge Builder:

An old man, going alone highway,
Came, at the evening, cold and gray,

To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide,
Throughwhich was flowing a sull en tide.

The old man crossed in the twili ght dim;
The sullen stream had no fears for him;
But he turned, when safe on the other side,
And built abridge to span the tide.

"Old man," said afellow pilgrim, nea,

"Y ou are wasting strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day;
You never again must passthis way;

You have aossd the chasm, degp and wide--
Why build you the bridge & the eventide?'

The buil der lifted his old gray head:

"Good friend, in the path | have mme," he said,
"There followeth after me today

A youth, whose fee must passthis way.

This chasm, that has been naught to me,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be.

He, too, must crossin the twilight dim;
Goodfriend, | am building the bridge for him."

by Will Allen Dromgoole
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Meeting most Wednesday
evenings At 7:30 pm at

7 &

May 25 Wed [Troop Court of Hona - 6:30 pn Jul 9-17 | WK [HAT 50 Miler (100miles dong the JMT)
May 28 Sat [District Hag Decoration Day - Presidio d SF Jul 19 | Tue [District leade oundtable
May 29 Sun |Patrol Leaders’ Courril/ HAT meeting Jul 24-30 WK Summner Camp — Marin Sierra (7 days)

May 30 Mon [Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - Memorial Day JAug 3 | Wed [Troop Merit Bace Meeting
Jun 1 Wed [Troopmeeting— Summer canmp & trip ganning [Aug 4 | Thu [Comnittee meeting

Jun 2 Thu |[Comnittee meeting IAug 7-13 | WK [White Stag - Camp Mensinger (7days)
Jun 4 Sat [Scout-O-Rama on the USSHornet 10 | Wed [Troop Merit Bacye Meeting

Jun11l Sat |Marin Courcil Fishing Derby 13 | Sat |District Anrual Picnic

Jun 17-19 | Fri |Bkpking Trip—Desolation Wlderness 17 | Wed [Troop Merit Badye Meeting

Jun 19 Sun [Eagle Camp —Los Mochos (6 days)

Jun 19 Sun [Brownsea JLT (SFBAC—\W\ente)

Jun21 Tue [District Leader Roundate

JJun 26-Jul 2| Sun |Brownsea NYLT @Camp Marin-Sierra (7 days)

16 | Tue [District leade Roundale
24 | Wed [Troop Merit Badye Meeting
28 | Sun |Patrol Leaders’ Couril

31 | Wed |Troop Merit Badye Meeting
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Serviceprojed for the Forrest Hill neighborhood..

Double Dipsea

6 -0 Will you make Eagle?

Advancement is a highly individuali zed, personal processin which the Scout©s own initi ative
must ultimately determine the result. Scouts will not be dragged upward into higher ranks by Scoutmas-
ters or other Scouts, and, whil e they may need encouragement, they should not be pushed unduly by
parents. Experience shows that many Scoutsin Troop 83 will make Eagle, but some boys will find ather
worthy interests during their teenage yeas and will chose to pursue them, with or
without Scouting.

A memorable Scoutmaster©s Minute from a former Scoutmaster con-
pared Scoutingto arecent climb he had made on Mount Washington. The trail
led over challenging terrain with spedacular views, but it ended at the top d the
mountain -- in a parking ot next to a snack bar!

He emphasized that, in Scouting, the important thing is the journey it-
self: the experiences along the way -- the Fun, Leaning, and Service-- not

merely what lies at the end of the trail . )
Chad Hamilton



