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              Every hike I go on 
with the Boy Scouts, I always 
manage to get my shoes fill ed 
with water and my socks 
drenched. I guess after two 
and a half years of taking 
hikes, I just got used to having 
very damp socks. However, 
on a recent 12-mile hike from 
Golden Gate Park to Bakers 
Beach and back, my socks 
weren’ t all that wet.  
              I enjoyed the scenery 
of the hike but managed to 
focus my attention on the un-
usual crispness of every step I 
took, while wearing my dry, 
not-damp-yet socks. It felt as 
if I could actually feel my 
pinky toe rub against my ring 
toe if I moved them to-
gether. It was sensational, 
mainly because I had never 
felt l ike this on a hike be-
fore. Instead of having a 
usual floating feeling in my 
shoe, it felt as if I could 
squish right along the trail , 
being able to feel the sole of 
the shoe. 
              Besides my unex-
pected joyfulness of dry 
feet, which made the hike 

so much better, I couldn’ t be-
lieve how much beauty was 
hidden, behind some tall euca-
lyptus trees, right here in San 
Francisco (not to mention that 
S.F. is already the most beauti-
ful city in the world). We were 
treated to a variety of plants 
and animals that were of na-
ture that I don’ t see too often.  

              While hiking 
(squishing) through the homes 
by Bakers Beach, some of the 
boys, including me, couldn’ t 
help but noticing how nice all of 
the houses were. We got to enjoy 
architecture of all different back-
grounds, like Japanese, Victo-
rian, and even Mexican Adobe 
houses. 
              I thought that this hike 
was definitely one of the best.  I 
had a new experience with na-
ture, I got exercise, I got to see 
beautiful homes, and best of all, 
my socks were practically dry 
the entire time. I couldn’ t ask for 
anything more, right?  
              Wrong. When we all 
got back from the hike, there 

was a huge picnic. The food 
included burgers, hotdogs, 
cake, cookies, fruit salad, and 
so much more. It was a feast 
worthy for a king. It tasted 
especially satisfying, mainly 
because we had just come 
back from a twelve-mile hike, 
and most of us hadn’ t eaten 
since breakfast. I hope it was-
n’ t luck on that hike, because I 
can only wish that my luck 
hasn’ t run out.   
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Michael M. 

10 mile day hike at Annandel SP on a wintry day. Backpacking at Pt. Reyes. 

It felt as if I 
could actually 
feel my pinky 

toe rub against 
my ring toe. 
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sacred time.  Everyone else went back to their 
campsites.  
                                  One thing I can tell you is that 
after the candidates were told about the OA, I came 
out with two buckets of ice cream and root beer to 
welcome them.  After we ate and drank it all , we 
went back to our campsites, in silence to sleep.   
              In the morning, we cooked breakfast and 
started packing up.  After the flag ceremony, we 
headed back to the city.    
              A great time was had by all! 
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New Arrowmen emerge from the Ordeal. 

"The most worth-while thing is 
to try to put happiness into the 
lives of others." 
                            -Lord Baden Powell 
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              Troop 88 went to Camp-o-ree on 
April 9 & 10, with 5 or 6 other troops from 
San Francisco.  After check-in at Pioneer 
campsite, we took classes for rope/knots 
tying, first aid, fire building (without the 
fire) and ceremony flag call and communi-
cation.    
              Lunch was followed by the com-
petitions.  First, there was fire building 
with tinder, kindling and logs to build three 
types: Tepee, Log Cabin and Lean To – but 
we weren't allowd to actually light them 
on fire … what's up with that?  Anyway, 
we went to First Aid where we had to an-
swer questions.  With each correct answer 
we got a pole, a pole or a blanket.  Then 
with all of them, we had to make a 
stretcher and carry a person across the 
field, and put it down easily.  The next 
event was when we did ropes and knots.  
Tying knots are still a challenge … but we 
tried.  The last one was a communications 
team event where we had to go over a 
ropes obstacle course. 
              Back at Pioneer we cooked dinner 
and played a couple games of Troop 88's 
favorite – Capture the Flag!  After dinner 
David worked out a song-skit for the 
campfire.   
              Campfire was at 7:00.  All troops 
did skits—some did several.  They were all 
funny.  At campfire they gave out awards 
… we only won the participation award, 
though I think we had the best song with 
David leading a chorus in Que Sera, Sera.   
              The campfire ended with the Or-
der of the Arrow call-out.  I dressed up as a 
ceremonial OA chief to call out the 20 or 
so scouts and scouters to follow me up the 
hill t o the ring of fire.  Eli , Kyle and my 
dad were called-out there.  Of course, I 
cannot tell you anything more …it was a 
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I came out with two 
buckets of ice cream 

and root beer to 
welcome them.   
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Venturing is for young men and young women 
ages 14 to 20. It includes challenging high-
adventure activities, sports, and hobbies for teen-
agers that teach them leadership skill s, provide 
opportunities to teach others, and give them an 
opportunity to learn and grow in a supporting, 
caring, and fun environment. 

              The Awesome Crew 88 (AVC 88) entered a new 
stage in its history: competition.  This February, the 
presidents of AVC 88, Bonnie and Rebekkah, along with 
secretary Craig, participated in the Klondike Derby.  
               “Let the games begin” said Rebekkah at the be-
ginning of the weekend.   
              Craig added, “With 

two girls and a pink sled, how could we lose?”   
               Sure enough, the appropriately named 
Awesome Crew 88 came in 3rd place overall i n the 
winter activities, mostly due to their team spirit, 
which usuall y ended in an echoing seal-like sound-
ing call of  “AVC EIGHT EIGHT”, singing and on 
occasion, dancing.   
               As for the sled race, Rebekkah noted that 
“We probably won for style, beauty, and grace, but 
they forgot to add that into our score.” Overall , the 
weekend was fun, a bit cold and a new frontier for the A-Crew. 
               This spring the Crew has enjoyed many fun meetings and a golf 
trip.  We hope to go kayaking at the end of May, sky-diving in early June, 
and camping in mid June. 
               Elections are coming up soon and Bonnie and Rebekkah hope to 
pass the legacy of awesomeness on to the next president(s). 
               Also, AVC 88 continues to welcome new members. Please contact 
the beautiful and lovely presidents at awesomecrew88@yahoo.com for more 
awesome info on how to join the Awesome Venture Crew 88. 
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Craig, Bonnie, and Rebekkah on ice 

The Br idge Builder:  
  
An old man, going a lone highway, 
Came, at the evening, cold and gray, 
To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide, 
Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
 
The old man crossed in the twili ght dim; 
The sullen stream had no fears for him; 
But he turned, when safe on the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
 
"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim, near, 
"You are wasting strength with building here; 
Your journey will end with the ending day; 
You never again must pass this way; 
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide-- 
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?" 
 
The builder li fted his old gray head: 
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said, 
"There followeth after me today 
A youth, whose feet must pass this way. 
 
This chasm, that has been naught to me, 
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 
He, too, must cross in the twil ight dim; 
Good friend, I am building the bridge for him." 
 
                            by  Wil l Allen Dromgoole 

With two 
girls and a 
pink sled, 

how could 
we lose?”   
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Meeting most Wednesday 
evenings At 7:30 pm at 
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              Advancement is a highly individualized, personal process in which the Scout©s own initiative 
must ultimately determine the result. Scouts will not be dragged upward into higher ranks by Scoutmas-
ters or other Scouts, and, while they may need encouragement, they should not be pushed unduly by 
parents. Experience shows that many Scouts in Troop 88 will make Eagle, but some boys will find other 
worthy interests during their teenage years and will chose to pursue them, with or 
without Scouting.  
              A memorable Scoutmaster©s Minute from a former Scoutmaster com-
pared Scouting to a recent climb he had made on Mount Washington. The trail 
led over challenging terrain with spectacular views, but it ended at the top of the 
mountain -- in a parking lot next to a snack bar!  
              He emphasized that, in Scouting, the important thing is the journey it-
self: the experiences along the way -- the Fun, Learning, and Service -- not 
merely what lies at the end of the trail . 
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Will you make Eagle? 

May  25 Wed Troop Court of Honor - 6:30 pm Jul 9-17 WK HAT 50 Miler (100 miles along the JMT) 
May  28 Sat District Flag Decoration Day - Presidio of SF  Jul    19 Tue District leader roundtable 

May  29 Sun Patrol Leaders’ Council / HAT meeting Jul 24-30 WK Summer Camp – Marin Sierra (7 days) 
May  30 Mon Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - Memorial Day Aug   3 Wed Troop Merit Badge Meeting 
Jun   1 Wed Troop meeting – Summer camp & trip planning Aug   4 Thu Committee meeting 
Jun   2 Thu Committee meeting Aug 7-13 WK White Stag - Camp Mensinger (7days) 
Jun   4 Sat Scout-O-Rama on the USS Hornet Aug   10 Wed Troop Merit Badge Meeting 
Jun 11 Sat Marin Council Fishing Derby Aug   13 Sat District Annual Picnic 
Jun 17-19 Fri Bkpking Trip—Desolation Wilderness Aug   17 Wed Troop Merit Badge Meeting 
Jun 19 Sun Eagle Camp – Los Mochos  (6 days) Aug   16 Tue District leader Roundtable 
Jun 19 Sun Brownsea JLT (SFBAC – Wente) Aug   24 Wed Troop Merit Badge Meeting 
Jun 21 Tue District Leader Roundtable Aug   28 Sun Patrol Leaders’ Council 
Jun 26-Jul 2 Sun Brownsea NYLT @ Camp Marin-Sierra (7 days) Aug   31 Wed Troop Merit Badge Meeting 

Service project for the Forrest Hill neighborhood.. 

Double Dipsea 


